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Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps.

Users Served:   Business, educators, government, and the public.

The Organization: The National Technical Information Service (NTIS) is an agency created
by Congress in 1950 to provide technical reports and other information products of
specialized interest to business, educators, government, and the public, NTIS is the central
source for the public sale of U.S. and foreign government-sponsored research, development
and engineering reports, and other analyses prepared by national and local government
agencies, their contractors or grantees, an'd other technical groups. The NTIS information
collection exceeds 1.3 million titles, all for purchase. About 200,000 of these are of foreign
origin. As directed under legislative mandate, NTIS functions on a cost recovery basis; all
the costs of its products and services are paid from sales income.

Information Services; Customers may use NTIS's on-line computer service to identify
abstracts of interest from the Bibliographic Database, which contains over one million
federally sponsored research reports completed and published from 1964 to date. Most of
the documents cited are available only through NTIS. This data base contains documents on
handicapping conditions and programs for disabled persons, including rehabilitation,
rehabilitation engineering, transportation, and health care. Before initiating a search, users
may consult with NTIS information specialists, who will determine the likelihood of
retrieval of relevant documents. Published searches on over 3,000 topics of wide interest
may be ordered from NTIS. These are listed in the Master Catalog of Published Searches.
available without charge (ask for PR-186). Direct U.S. on-line access to the Bibliographic
Database may be arranged through BRS Information Technologies, DIALOG, the System
Development Corporation (see separate entries), or Mead Data Central.

The Government Reports Announcements and Index Journal lists summaries of U.S.
government research on a biweekly basis, It is indexed by key word, personal and corporate
author, government/contract grant number, and report number. In addition, 27 Abstract
Newsletters provide readers with research summaries within three weeks of their receipt by
NTIS from the originating agencies. Abstract Newsletters of interest to professionals in the
handicapped field include the following; Behavior and Societv.Biomedical Technology and
Human Factor Enginecring.Health Planning, and Medicine and Biology.

Selected Research in Microfiche (SRIM), a subscription service available in 500 subject
categories, provides on a biweekly basis full text microfiche copies of reports in only the
subject areas selected by the requestor.

The Federal Software Exchange Center, operated by NTIS, serves as a clearinghouse of
federally created computer programs. An annual catalog lists products and the agencies from
which they are available.

149rmation and referral; all are operational at least five days a
